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HMP LONG LARTIN’S DETAINEE UNIT – GREATER BALANCE NEEDED 

Too little attention was being paid to the uniquely isolated and uncertain 

position of detainees held without trial, said Nick Hardwick, Chief Inspector of 

Prisons, publishing the report of an unannounced follow-up inspection of the 

Detainee Unit at HMP Long Lartin, the high security Worcestershire jail.  

The Detainee Unit at HMP Long Lartin is a prison within a high security 

prison. It holds a small number of individuals suspected, but not convicted, of 

involvement in international terrorism and held under immigration or 

extradition law. Some have been held for many years as they contest removal 

from the UK. All are held in the highest security conditions. Previously, 

inspectors have raised concerns about holding a small number of detainees, 

who already inhabit a kind of legal limbo, in a severely restricted environment 

for a potentially indefinite period.  

Inspectors were concerned to find that:  

 the detainees were no longer able to mix with the wider prison 

population, although sentenced terrorists faced no such restriction and 

not all detainees posed the same level of risk;  

 while the governor had offered to allow some mixing with vulnerable 

prisoners, the detainees had rejected this as stigmatising;  

 there were still no operating standards specific to category A detainees 

and we were not assured that additional restrictions on movement and 



on the regime imposed since our previous inspection were appropriate 

and proportionate;  

 there was too little mentoring for staff working in this specialised 

environment; and 

 time out of cell was insufficient, given the isolated nature of the unit. 

However, inspectors were pleased to find that:  

 some new staff training had begun and the Muslim chaplain provided 

some useful cultural awareness briefings; 

 the unit itself remained clean, detainees reported that they felt safe and 

interactions between staff and detainees were polite and professional;  

 access to legal advice was excellent, access to phones and mail was 

good and detainees said their visitors were well treated; and 

 health services had improved, although there were still gaps in mental 

health provision.  

Nick Hardwick said:  

“The Long Lartin Detainee Unit holds individuals considered a serious 

threat to national security and it is inevitable that they will face rigorous 

controls and restrictions. Nonetheless, while detainees’ treatment and 

conditions were satisfactory in some respects, too little attention was 

paid to their uniquely isolated and uncertain position. In particular, it 

was of concern that additional restrictions had been imposed, for 

example over mixing with the main prison population, without apparent 

individualised risk assessment.” 

Michael Spurr, Chief Executive Officer of the National Offender Management 

Service (NOMS), said:  

 
“The detainee unit at Long Lartin is challenging for staff because of the 

small population, the lengthy stays the majority are subject to and 



inevitable regime restrictions. It is therefore pleasing that the Chief 

Inspector has recognised the positive approach of staff and 

acknowledges that detainees feel safe in the unit. He also praises 

improvements in staff training, access to legal advice and health 

provision since the last inspection.  

 

“There is an inevitable balance to be struck between legitimate security 

concerns and integration with the general population at HMP Long 

Lartin.  The Governor will continue to monitor the situation to ensure 

that the right balance is maintained.”  
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Notes to Editors: 

1. A copy of the report can be found on the HM Inspectorate of Prisons website from 18 

August 2011 at http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/inspectorate-reports/hmi-

prisons/prison-and-yoi-inspections/index.htm 

2. HM Inspectorate of Prisons is an independent inspectorate, inspecting places of 

detention to report on conditions and treatment, and promote positive outcomes for 

those detained and the public. 

3. This unannounced follow-up inspection was carried out from 4-6 April 2011.  

4. The Detainee Unit at HMP Long Lartin is a former segregation area with space for up 

to 19 prisoners, opened in 2005. It accommodates people held under immigration or 

extradition law who are suspected of involvement in internal terrorism and considered 

a threat to national security. All are treated as category A prisoners.  

5. Please contact Jane Parsons in HMI Prisons Press Office on 0207 035 2123 or 

07880 787452 from 0915 to 1415 Monday to Friday if you would like more information 

or to request an interview with Nick Hardwick. 

 


