
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Births, deaths, marriages and care
        
	
          Lasting power of attorney, being in care and managing finances
        








    

    
      
          




  
    



  
    Make decisions on behalf of someone
  




      Skip to contents of guide

      
          
    
      Contents


    	
          
          When you can make decisions for someone
        
	
          
          How to make decisions
        
	
          
          Checking mental capacity
        



      
  


  
        
  When you can make decisions for someone


      

    
        Someone can choose you to make and carry out certain decisions on their behalf.


They can ask you to do this:


	now - for example, while they’re on holiday
	in the future - for example, if they lose the mental capacity to make their own decisions



You can also apply to a court to help someone make decisions if they do not have mental capacity now.



This guide is also available in Welsh (Cymraeg).




When someone can choose you

A person must have mental capacity when they choose you for short-term or long-term help with decisions.


Short-term help

You can be appointed to make decisions about someone’s money or property for a limited time - for example, while they’re on holiday.


They can appoint you with either:


	a lasting power of attorney for ‘property and financial affairs’ - they’ll say when it starts and ends
	an ‘ordinary power of attorney’ - you can only use this while they have mental capacity



To make an ordinary power of attorney, the person who appoints you needs to buy a document from a newsagent or use a solicitor.


Long-term help

You can be appointed with a lasting power of attorney to help someone make ongoing decisions about either or both:


	money and property - starting at any time, or when they do not have mental capacity
	health and welfare - starting when they do not have mental capacity




You can also help someone with ongoing decisions using an enduring power of attorney made before 1 October 2007.




When you apply to a court

Apply to a court to help someone without mental capacity with one-off or long-term decisions.


Check if someone already has an attorney or deputy to help them with decisions before you apply.  If they do have an attorney or deputy, ask them for help instead.


One-off decisions

Ask the Court of Protection to make:


	a one-off decision about an issue that’s not urgent
	an urgent or emergency decision about something that puts them at risk



If the decision is about medical treatment, you must consider any living will (advance decision) that the person has made.


Long-term help

Apply to the Court of Protection to help someone long-term with decisions about either or both:


	money and property - as a ‘property and financial affairs deputy’
	health and welfare - as a ‘personal welfare deputy’
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