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The long wait

Prisons remain a legal ‘place of safety’ which can be used when there is no suitable provision in the community, and they continue to hold very seriously mentally unwell men and women. In 2022–23, over three-quarters of our inspection reports commented on the delays in transferring these patients from prison to secure mental health beds where they can receive the care they so desperately need. This new thematic review shines a light on the issue and raises a number of concerns which should be addressed to improve outcomes and reduce harm, both for very unwell patients and the staff who care for them. 




Read the report
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Fifth prison in a year issued with an Urgent Notification

Chief Inspector Charlie Taylor has issued a second Urgent Notification for HMP Bedford following HMI Prisons' inspection in early November. Bedford becomes the fifth establishment to receive an Urgent Notification in the past 12 months. It had the highest levels of violent assaults against staff in adult male prisons in England and Wales, around three-quarters of prisoners lived in overcrowded conditions, most reported being unlocked for under two hours each day, and self-harm had risen by 84% since the last inspection.




Find out more




















Chief Inspectors Blog
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Preparing prisoners for release

'With proven reoffending rates stubbornly high at 66.7% for juvenile offenders released from custody and 37.1% for adult offenders... the prison and probation services are failing to rehabilitate far too many prisoners. This data is not just a series of dry statistics, each new offence creates another victim and more fear and pain in our communities.'

In the wake of a concerning recent report from the Public Accounts Committee (PAC), Charlie Taylor reflects on the ongoing challenges in preparing prisoners for release.




Read the blog
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Charlie Taylor reappointed as Chief Inspector of Prisons

We are very happy to confirm that the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice has announced the Royal Reappointment of Charlie Taylor as the Chief Inspector of Prisons for a second term of three years. His reappointment will run from 1 November 2023 to 31 October 2026.




Read Charlie's biography




















Annual Report 2022-23
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2022–23 Annual Report published

Despite the lifting of the final pandemic restrictions in May 2022, many prisons are still failing to return to pre-pandemic regimes which support prisoners’ rehabilitation, the Chief Inspector of Prisons, Charlie Taylor, warns in his 2022–23 annual report. The report, which draws on data from 83 reports from inspections, independent reviews of progress and thematic reviews, highlights the continuing decline in the provision of purposeful activity.




Read the report
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				[image: A close up of bars within a prison interior]What we do
Learn about our remit and values and the role of the Chief Inspector. Read the Urgent Notifications we have issued and find out about our Independent Reviews of Progress. 


[image: Picture of two people walking in a prison entrance, a large gate next to a red brick wall]About our inspections
Find out which establishments we inspect and the frequency of our visits. Learn about the inspection process and how we produce our reports.


[image: A pile of printed out HMI Prisons reports]Our reports
Download inspection reports, thematic reports and research, annual reports and business plans, including those carried out with other inspectorates.


[image: A prison officer standing outside a prison cell on a wing]Our Expectations
Explore the criteria we use for assessing the treatment of detainees and conditions in detention. 



			

		

	



	
		
			
Latest reports




	 HMP Peterborough (Men)Report on an unannounced inspection of HMP Peterborough (Men) by HM Chief Inspector of Prisons (8–18 January 2024)


	 Albania escort and removalsDetainees under escort: Inspection of escort and removals to Albania by HM Chief Inspector of Prisons (20–21 December 2023)


	 HMP Five WellsReport on an unannounced inspection of HMP Five Wells by HM Chief Inspector of Prisons (11–21 December 2023)


	 HMP WymottReport on an unannounced inspection of HMP Wymott by HM Chief Inspector of Prisons (11–21 December 2023)



All our reports
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Sign up for alerts

If you would like to receive an email when we publish an inspection report or news release. Please enter your email address.Leave This Blank:Leave This Blank Too:Do Not Change This:Your email:

 




@HMIPrisonsnews
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	@Jonatha58242601 We are sending the easy read summaries to the inspected prisons so prisoners can read them. 07:19:23 PM June 20, 2023 in reply to Jonatha58242601
	The reports follow the publication of our thematic review: 'Neurodiversity in the criminal justice system', which w… https://t.co/DgumKmXjVf 11:09:04 AM June 20, 2023 in reply to HMIPrisonsnews
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