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Practice Directions

1.
The practice directions to the Civil Procedure Rules apply to civil litigation in the Queen’s Bench Division and the Chancery Division of the High Court and to litigation in the county courts other than family proceedings. Where relevant they also apply to appeals to the Civil Division of the Court of Appeal.

2.
The practice directions are made –

(1)
for the Queen’s Bench Division by the Lord Chief Justice as president of that Division;

(2)
for the Civil Division of the Court of Appeal by the Master of the Rolls as president of that Division;

(3)
for the Chancery Division by the Vice-Chancellor as vice-president of that Division; and

(4)
for the county courts by the Lord Chancellor or a person authorised to act on his behalf under section 74A of the County Courts Act 1984.

3.
From April 1999 to July 2000 the Lord Chancellor authorised the Vice-Chancellor, Sir Richard Scott (as he then was) under section 74A of the 1984 Act. The Vice-Chancellor made all practice directions for county courts during that time.

4.
From July 2000 the Lord Chancellor has authorised Lord Justice May to make these practice directions and he has made all practice directions for the county courts since that date. 
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