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For matrimonial proceedings, the court has jurisdiction on a residual basis if: 

• no court in any Contracting State (that is, no court in an EU Member State) has jurisdiction under the 
Council Regulation (because neither the Petitioner nor Respondent is habitually resident in any other 
Contracting State, nor is there any Contracting State of which they are both nationals, or in the case of 
the UK and Ireland, in which they are both domiciled); and

• either the Petitioner or the Respondent is domiciled in England and Wales on the date when the 
petition is issued.

If this option matches your situation you should tick the box next to the appropriate statement and state 
whether the Petitioner or the Respondent is domiciled in England and Wales.

For civil partnership proceedings, the court has jurisdiction on a residual basis if no court has, or is 
recognised as having, jurisdiction under the Civil Partnership (Jurisdiction and Recognition of Judgments) 
Regulations, and either:

• the Petitioner or the Respondent is domiciled in England or Wales

or

• the Petitioner and the Respondent registered as civil partners of each other in England and Wales and 
it would be in the interests of justice for the court to assume jurisdiction in this case.

If either option matches your situation, you should: 

• tick the box next to the appropriate statement; and

• then tick the box by the connection which matches.

If none of the connections described above, whether under the Regulations or residual jurisdiction, 
matches your situation, the court will not have jurisdiction to deal with your application.

If you are completing this form and need help in deciding which connection applies, you should 
seek legal advice particularly in international cases.

Part 4: Other proceedings or arrangements
You should indicate, if there have been other proceedings in England and Wales, or elsewhere, 
concerning:

• your marriage/civil partnership

• any child of the family

• any property belonging to either you or to the Respondent.

This includes any proceedings relating to the marriage/civil partnership, or to any child of the family even 
if the proceedings have now finished or were abandoned without a final decision being made.

You should give details of the name of the court in which the proceedings took place, details of the 
order(s) which were made, details of any future hearings and, if proceedings were about your marriage/
civil partnership, say whether you and the Respondent resumed living together as husband and wife/civil 
partners after the order was made.

If there have been proceedings in a court outside England and Wales which have affected the marriage/
civil partnership, or may affect it, please give the name of the country and the court in which they are 
taking/have taken place, the date the proceedings were begun and the names of the parties, details of 
the order(s) made and if no order has yet been made, the date of any future hearing(s).
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