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Part 1: About you (the Petitioner) and the Respondent
You are known as the Petitioner. Your spouse or civil partner is known as the Respondent. You should 
enter your current details and the Respondent’s current details as fully as you know them, making sure 
you enter the names by which you are both currently known.

If you do not wish to disclose your or your child(ren)’s address, for example because you may feel 
threatened by the Respondent knowing where you live, or because there is a history of domestic 
violence, you can leave the details blank and complete Confidential contact details, form C8.

Occupation
Please give your occupation and that of the Respondent. If you are not in current employment, please 
state ‘Unemployed/retired/carer’ or some other description of your situation.

Part 2: Details of marriage/civil partnership
It is important that the details are entered exactly as they are shown on your marriage or civil partnership 
certificate. 

You should attach a certified copy of the marriage/civil partnership certificate together with any other 
supporting documents regarding any change of name (such as a certified copy of a change of name 
deed). Photocopies cannot be accepted. If you married or entered into a civil partnership in a foreign 
country and your marriage/civil partnership certificate is in the language of that country, you must 
provide a translation of the certificate into English, or Welsh in a court in Wales, from an authorised 
person (a person authorised for translations). The translation should be signed by a notary public or be 
authenticated by a statement of truth.

When giving the place at which the marriage/civil partnership was formed you should write the exact 
words contained in the marriage/civil partnership certificate, including both the printed and written words, 
which come after the phrase ‘Marriage solemnised at’ or ‘Civil Partnership formed at’.

For example:

• For a marriage in a Register Office: ‘The Register Office, in the District of  .............................  
 in the County of  .............................................................. ’

• For a marriage which took place in a church: ‘ ............................................................ Church,  
 in the Parish of  ................................. in the County of ............................................................ ’

• For a civil partnership: ‘ ..................... in the Registration Authority of  ..................................... ’

Part 3: Jurisdiction
It is important to be sure that the court has jurisdiction (is able as a matter of law) to deal with your 
application. Jurisdiction depends on you and/or the Respondent having a specific connection to England 
and Wales, which may be a connection listed in one of the Regulations referred to below, or a connection 
which gives rise to the court’s ‘residual jurisdiction’. It is possible for you to have a connection under 
more than one option.

Jurisdiction under the Council Regulation or Civil Partnership Regulations
The principal connections that give the court jurisdiction are set out in the following provisions: 

• for matrimonial proceedings, Article 3(1) of Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 
2003; and 

• for civil partnership proceedings, the Civil Partnership (Jurisdiction and Recognition of Judgments) 
Regulations 2005.
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