152nd UPDATE - PRACTICE DIRECTION AMENDMENTS

The new Practice Direction 51Z — County Court Officers Pilot Scheme, which supplements
the Civil Procedure Rules 1998, and the amendments renumbering Practice Directions
supplementing Part 3 of those Rules, are made by the Master of the Rolls under the powers
delegated to him by the Lord Chief Justice under Schedule 2, Part 1, paragraph 2(2) of the
Constitutional Reform Act 2005, and are approved by Lord Bellamy KC, Parliamentary

Under-Secretary of State for Justice, by the authority of the Lord Chancellor.

The new Practice Direction 51Z and the amendments renumbering Practice

Directions supplementing Part 3 come into force on 1 December 2022.

The Right Honourable Sir Geoffrey Vos

Master of the Rolls and Head of Civil Justice
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Signed by authority of the Lord Chancellor:

Lord Bellamy KC

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice
Ministry of Justice

Date: 15 November 2022



PRACTICE DIRECTION 3E — COSTS MANAGEMENT

1) Practice Direction 3E is renumbered as Practice Direction 3D.

PRACTICE DIRECTION 3F — COSTS CAPPING

1) Practice Direction 3F is renumbered as Practice Direction 3E.

PRACTICE DIRECTION 3G — REQUESTS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ADVOCATE TO
THE COURT

1) Practice Direction 3G is renumbered as Practice Direction 3F.

PRACTICE DIRECTION 51Z — COUNTY COURT OFFICERS PILOT SCHEME

1) After Practice Direction 51Y, insert Practice Direction 51Z as set out in the
Schedule to this Update.



SCHEDULE

“PRACTICE DIRECTION 51Z — COUNTY COURT OFFICERS PILOT SCHEME

Scope and interpretation

1. This Practice Direction is made under rule 51.2. It provides for a pilot scheme to allow
authorised court officers to make standard form case management directions on paper in certain
circumstances.

2. The pilot is to run from 1 December 2022 to 30 November 2024 and applies in the County
Court.

3. In this Practice Direction—

(1) “authorised court officer” means a court officer nominated by the Designated Civil Judge for their
court, and authorised by the Lord Chief Justice or the Lord Chief Justice’s nominee, to exercise the
jurisdiction of the County Court as set out in this Practice Direction;

(2) “standard form case management directions” means case management directions relating to a
relevant claim in a form approved by the relevant Designated Civil Judge;

(3) a “relevant claim” is a claim other than one commenced under PD49D, PD 510, PD 51R or
PD51ZB which is—

(a) a claim for which the normal track would be the small claims track and which is not a
complicated claim; or

(b) any claim seeking damages in respect of a road traffic accident for which the normal track
would be the fast track;

(4) a claim is a “complicated claim” if—
(a) it raises a substantial point of law;
(b) it has a complicated factual background;
(c) more than one expert is to provide an opinion; or

(d) an authorised court officer considers it to be complicated for any other reason.

Jurisdiction of the County Court that may be exercised by a court officer

4, An authorised court officer may exercise the jurisdiction of the County Court by making standard
form case management directions in respect of a relevant claim including allocation to the small claims
track or to the fast track.

5. Standard form case management directions shall be made available on an appropriate website
of HMCTS and/or the judiciary.



Reconsideration of a decision made by a court officer

6. Any party may request any direction made by an authorised court officer to be reconsidered by
a District Judge.

7. A request for reconsideration must be filed within 14 days after the party is served with the
standard form case management directions.

8. The request must include a summary of the issue and an explanation of why reconsideration is
sought.

9. Reconsideration will take place without a hearing.”



